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Abstract

This study examines how Sunni historians’ views about the
socio-political character of the first three Caliphs (Abu Bakr,
‘Umar, ‘Uthman) have changed from the early Islam to 10™
century A.H.

In order to answer this question, the biography of Sunni historians and
their writings were investigated, the socio-political character of the three
first Caliphs were also discussed from Sunni historians’ points of view,
first from the 1rst to the 7" century A.H. — the decline of the Abbasids —
and then from the 7" to the 10™ century A.H.

Using the historical-analytic method, it was finally concluded that from
the 1rst century onwards, historians discussed the three Caliphs in more
details and positively, and from the 7™ to the 10™ century they did so
with particular partiality. Of course, it should be admitted that the
quantitative and qualitative views of Sunni historians about the three
first Caliphs were partly different depending on the time when the
discussed historians lived, its political and social conditions and their
social and belief positions.

The writings of the earlier centuries are more consistent with the Shi‘a
views.
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